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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed November 26, 
2007. The following rejections are maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, publisfied under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3. 8-12, 15-21 , 23, 44-45. 48-49 & 50-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0100792 
(Visco) 

The applied reference has a common Inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any Invention disclosed but not claimed in 
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the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

Visco claims an electrochemical cell comprising: an active metal anode having a 
first surface end a second surface; a cathode structure comprising an electronically 
conductive component, an ionically conductive component, and an electrochemicaily 
active component, wherein at least one cathode structure component comprises an 
aqueous constituent; an ionically conductive protective membrane on the first surface of 
the anode, the membrane comprising, one or more materials configured to provide a 
first surface chemically compatible with the active metal of the anode in contact with the 
anode, and a second surface substantially impervious to and chemically compatible with 
the cathode Structure and in contact with the cathode structure (Claim 1). The cathode 
structure employs water (par. 57). The anode material is lithium (par. 39). The 
protective membrane is a composite comprising first and second materials having 
Identical compositions (ref. Claim 2) and the membrane has the same requisite ionic 

» I 

conductivity (par. 46). The membrane is a laminate (par. 15) and has a graded 
composition (par. 16).The first component is a composite reaction product of active 
metal with Cu3N, active metal halides, active metal phosphides and active metal halides 
and active metal phosphorous oxynitrides (ref. Claim 1 0) or a composite reaction 
product of active material with Cu3N, Li3N, Li3P, and Lil, LiBr, LiCI, LiF and UPON (ref. 
Claim 55) the instant glass ceramic compositions are the same (ref. Claim 57). The 
second composite comprises a material selected the group consisting of glassy or 
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amorphous metal ion conductors, ceramic active metal ion conductors, and glass- 
ceramic active metal ion conductors (ref. claim 12) . 

Therefore, the instant claims are anticipated by Visco. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

Claims60-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Visco U.S. Pub. 2005/0100792 in viewof Gozdz U.S. Pub. 2001/0110728. 
Visco teaches an active metal fuel cell as described herein above. 
Visco does not expressly disclose that the cell is primary/rechargeable, planar or 

« 

tubular. 

However, Gozdz teaches that it is well known in the art to employ tubular and 
planar electrochemical systems. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the instant inventon was made to employ the tubular and planar configurations of 
Gozdez as the configuration for the Visco system in order power electrical devices of 
varying shapes. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant has submitted a new IDS and amendments to the specification, 
however it is unclear as to whether any claim amendments were entered. The remarks 
file November 26, 2007 have been considered and the Priority Disclaimer will be added 
to the specification accordingly. However, the rejections are maintained until new claim 
amendments are submitted. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Monique Wills whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1309. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30am to 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan, may be reached at 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http;//pair- 
direGt.uspto.gov.Shoulcl you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 



contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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